
  
Contact :  A  Journa l  for  Contemporary  Mus ic  ( 1971 -1988)  

http://contactjournal.gold.ac.uk 

Citation 

�    

Orton, Richard. 1977. ‘Review of Sound Recording Practice, Ed. John Borwick’. Contact, 16. 
pp. 20-21. ISSN 0308-5066.

http://contactjournal.gold.ac.uk


���

C@H?4�B53@B49?7�AB03E935�� SR_ySR� P�;j]i� 1jp�_Qe�
@�[jpR�Hi_�Spu_y��ApSuu�� !(&%� ��!%� ��

B9380B4�@BE@?�

>�� _iySpSuy� _i� y]_u� Pjje� QjhSu� j}y� j[� h�� _i�jf�ShSiy� �_y]�
SfSQypji_Q� h}u_Q�� JiR� y]S� SuyJPf_u]_i\� JiR� R_pSQy_i\� j[� Ji�
SfSQypji_Q�h}u_Q�uy}R_j�� 9�Jh�y]SpS[jpS�ijy�Jhji\�y]juS�[jp��]jh�
y]S� Pjje� �Ou� np_hJp_f�� �p_yySi� �npSu}hJPf�� P}RR_i\� uj}iR�
Si\_iSSpu� _i� y]S� J}R_j� _iR}uyp��� P}y�� u_iQS� Jff� SfSQypji_Q� h}u_Q�
uy}R_ju� h}uy� pSf�� ]SJ�_f�� ji� y]S� So}_nhSiy� npjR}QSR� [jp�
pSQjpR_i\u�� uyJiR� yj�\J_i� Qjiu_RSpJPf�� [pjh� _yu� uy}R���E]SpS�_u�ij�
Rj}Py�y]Jy�_y�[_ffu�J�ijyJPfS�\Jn�_i�y]S�f_ySpJy}pS�ji�y]S�u}PdSQy��E]SpS�
JpS�hJi�� Pjjeu�� JiR� Jpy_QfSu� \JfkpS�� ji�unSQ_Jf_uSR�So}_nhSiy�jp�
ySQ]i_o}Su��P}y�y]SpS�_u�ij�J}y]jp_yJy_�S��S�Si�R_RJQy_Q��pSQSiy�Pjje�
ji�Jgf�JunSQyu�j[� uj}iR�pSQjpR_i\��E]S�0uujQ_Jy_ji�j[�Apj[Suu_jiJf�
BSQjpR_i\�Cy}R_ju�_u�yj�PS�Qji\pJy}fJySR�[jp�u}nnjpy_i\�y]juS�j[�_yu�
hShPSpu� �]j� pSQj\i_uSR� JiR� pSunjiRSR� yj� y]S� iSSR� [jp� J�
QjhnpS]Siu_�S�hJi}Jf�j[� y]_u� ujpy��
E]S�SR_yjp�]Ju�JuuShPfSR�J�ySJh�j[�Qjiyp_P}ykpu� Qjiu_RSpJPfS�_i�
J}y]jp_y�� JiR� i}hPSp�� �]_Q]� npj�_RSu� [jp� Pjy]� _iySpSuy� JiR�
�Jp_JP_f_y���E]SpS�JpS�"!�J}y]jpu�[jp� y]S� "$�Q]JnySpu�R_�_RSR�}iRSp�
u_�� PpjJR� ]SJR_i\u�� ;j]i� 1jp�_Qe� ]_huSf[� �p_ySu� Ji� jnSi_i\�
Q]JnySp�Ju�J�FSQ]i_QJf�9iypjR}Qy_ji���y]Si�[jffj��y]pSS�Q]JnySpu�ji�
�E]S� Cy}R_j��� S_\]y� ji� �E]S� 5o}_nhSiy��� uS�Si� ji� �ESQ]i_o}Su���
y]pSS�ji� �>Ji}[JQy}p_i\� ApjQSuuSu��� JiR� y]pSS�ji� �0ff_SR�>SR_J�,�
�Cj}iR� 1pjJRQJuy_i\��� �ESfS�_u_ji�� JiR� �6_fh���B_\]yf��� 9� [_iR� y]S�
Shn]Ju_u�nfJQSR� ji� y]S�y�j� QSiypJf� uSQy_jiu�� �_y]�J� yjyJf� j[� "#%�
nJ\Su�� 9�]J�S�[k}iR�ij�jy]Sp�Pjje��]_Q]�n}yu�Jff�y]S�_i[jphJy_ji�ji�
npj[Suu_jiJf� pSQjpR_i\� So}_nhSiy� JiR� ySQ]i_o}Su� uj� QfSJpf�� JiR�
u}QQ_iQyf���@QQJu_jiJff�� QjiypJR_Qyjp�� Jyy_y}RSu� PSy�SSi� J}y]jpu�
JnnSJp� �S�\�� Eq�\\�_� Es�\\�Juji�u� QfSJp� npS[SpSiQS� [jp� h}fy_�
h_e_i\� ySQ]i_o}Su�� JiR� ;j]i� 2jt_Qe�u� So}Jff�� QfSJp� u}un_Q_ji�
j[� y]Sh��P}y� y]_u� RjSu� ijy� jPuQ}pS� J� \SiSpJf� RSu_pS� yj� _i[jph��0�
�Sp�� jRR� S�QSny_ji� _u� ;j]i� <SJy_i\�u� Q]JnySp� QJffSR� �Ajn}fJp�
5fSQypji_Q�>}u_Q�� �]_Q]� u]j}fR� nSp]Jnu�]J�S� PSSi� y_yfSR� �8j�� 9�
hJRS�y]SuS�[j}p�JfP}hu���
E]S� SR_yjp�u� jnSi_i\� Q]JnySp�� 	E]S� Apj\pJhhS� 3]J_i��� Pp_S[f��
j}yf_iSu�y]S��Jp_j}u�uyJ\Su�_i�y]S�nfJii_i\��pSQjpR_i\��hJi}[JQy}pS�
JiR� hJpeSy_i\� j[� J� \pJhjn]jiS� pSQjpR�� 9iS�_yJPf��� nSp]Jnu�� h��
jPf_o}S� pSfJy_jiu]_n� yj� y]S� J}y]jp�u� pSQS_�SR� SQjijh_Q�
Juu}hny_jiu�\J�S�nJ}uS-� ������_y� _u�j[� [_puy�_hnjpyJiQS�y]Jy� pSQjpRu�
Rj�}fy_hJySf��hJeS�hjiS�� ����8j�S�Sp�njn}fJp�y]S��kpe�_u�[Sfy�yj�
PS�� _yu�hJpeSyJP_f_y��h}uy�PS�QjfRf��JuuSuuSR�_i�ySphu�j[�y]S�pSQjpR�
P}�_i\�Qf_hJyS�
� �9�fJySp�pS[fSQySR�y]Jy�� _i�y]_u�un]SpS�yjj�� SfSQypli_Q�
h}u_Q� �� hJ��R_xmPS�� y]_u� p}fS������� �Q[��n��!$��
0fS�� D}pR�u�Q]JnySp�ji� G]S�0Qj}uy_Qu��j[�y]S�uj}iR�uy}R_j��fJySp�
QjhnfShSiySR� P��CySn]Si�3j}py�u� �>ji_yjp_i\� C�uyShu�� \_�Su�J�
uJf}yJp�� pSh_iRSp� j[� y]S� _hnjpyJiQS� j[� eij�_i\� y]S� JQj}uy_Q�
npjnSpy_Su�j[�y]S�unJQSu��j}�JpS�pSQjpR_i\�_i��ji�y]S�jiS�]JiR��JiR�
hji_yjp_i\� _i�� ji� y]S� jy]Sp�� E]jrj}\]� Qjiu_RSpJy_ji� j[� y]S�
[pSo}SiQ�� pSunjiuS�� pS�SpPSpJy_ji�� PJQe\pj}iR� ij_uS�� uj}iR�
_iu}fJy_ji� JiR� njuu_P_f_y_Su� [jp� �Js�_i\� uy}R_j� JQj}uy_Qu� Jy� iSSR��
�j}fR� J�j_R� y]S� u_y}Jy_ji� �]SpS� y]S� jif�� JQQSnyJPfS� nfJQS� [jp�
f_uySi_i\�yj�J�yJnS�_u��]SpS�_y��Ju�hJRS��9y�]Ju�j[ySi�]JnnSiSR�y]Jy�
pSQjpR_i\� Si\aiSSpu�� nSp[jphSpu� JiR� QjhnjuSpu� ]J�S� PSSi�
R_uJnnj_iySR��_y]� pSQjpR_i\u� [jp� y]_u��Sp�� pSJuji��
9� �j}fR� f_eS� yj� ]J�S� uSSi� J� hjpS� y]jpk}\]� Qjiu_RSpJy_ji� j[�
unSQ_Jf� n}pnjuS� h_Qpjn]jiSu� _i� y]S� Q]JnySp� ji� �>_Qpjn]jiS�
3_pQ}_yu�� jp� SfuS�]SpS�� E]_u� _u� nSp]Jnu� jiS� JpSJ� �]SpS� y]S�
pSQjpR_i\�_iR}uyp�� ]Ju�j�Sp�Rjh_iJySR�� 9i�J�Pkje�j[� y]_u�ybyfS�� jiS�
h_\]y� S�nSQy� yj� uSS� hSiy_ji� j[� ]�RpJn]jiSu�� QjiyJQy�� p_[fS� JiR�
npjPS� h_Qpjn]jiSu� RSun_yS� y]S_p� nSp_n]SpJf� pSfS�JiQS� yj� hjuy�
npj[Suu_jiJf�pSQjpR_i\�uy}R_ju��



� ��

6_v hVMv gMJhW`_v `_v MdjWc^M_hv @WJVHeKv AlMhhM_VH^v KWgJjggMgv
�<WnW_Uv0`_g`\Mgsv H_KvgWU_H\v e`jhW_U-v <WJVHM\v/MkW\\MvleWhMg�v W_vHv
JVHchMev M_hWh\MKv �2nheHv 3HJW]WhWMg��v `_v \W^WhW_Uv H_Kv J`^ceMggW`_
v
_`WgNv eMKjJhW`_v goghM^gv �J`_JM_heHhW_Uv \HeUM\ov `_v hVMv 1`\Iov
goghM^	�vMdjH\WgHhW`_�veMkMeIMeHhW`_vH_K�vkMeovIeWMT\o�vhHcMvcVHgW_U�v
._Ujgv <J9M_pWMv leWhMgv W_T`e^HhWkM\ov `_v �<HU_MhWJv CHcM�v �hVMv
c`J[MhvVWgh`eov XgvW_hMeMghW_U	�v`_v�CHcMv<HJVW_Mg�vH_Kv�2djWc^M_hv
.\WU_^M_h��v H_Kv JVHchMegv `_v �<`IW\Mv 0`_he`\v @``^g�v �@WJVHeKv
AlMhhM_VH^	v H_Kv �<HW_hM_H_JM�v �:�v 4�v 5HeeWg	v J`^c\MhMv hVMv
gMJhW`_�v
CVMv �CMJV_WdjMg�v gMJhW`_v W_J\jKMgv 1MeM[v CHo\`ev UWkW_Uv Hv

hV`jUVhTj\vHJJ`j_hv`Tv//0vceHJhWJMvW_veMJ`eKW_UvgcMMJVvH_KvKeH^H�v
CeoUUkWv CeoUUkHg`_v `_v eMJ`eKW_Uv �0]HggWJH\v <jgWJ��v Te`^v g`\`v
cMeT`e^Mev h`v Tj]]v `eJVMgheHv H_Kv `cMeH�v /`Iv .jUMev `_v �:`JHhW`_v
@MJ`eKW_U��v H_Kv?MhMevCHhhMegH]]v`_vhVMvgcMJWH\vhMJV_WdjMgvjgMKvW_v
eMJ`eKW_Uv c`c�v CeWgheH^v 0Heov Zjghv ^H_HUMgv h`v M_JHcgj\HhMv
�Ao_hVMgWpMKv <jgWJ�v W_v � # vcHUMg�v H_Kv h`v c`W_hv h`v g`^Mv `Tv hVMv
KMkM]`c^M_hgvW_vhVMvjgMgv`TvKWUWhH\vKMkWJMgvhVHhvHeMvhH[W_Uvc\HJM�v
CVMvhVM`fovH_KvceHJhWJMv̀ TvKWgJvJjhhW_UvH_Kv̂ H_jTHJhjeM�vH_KvhHcMv

Kjc\WJHhW`_v HeMv lM]]v J`kMeMKv W_v hVMv gMJhW`_v �<H_jTHJhjeW_Uv
?e`JMggMgt�vlVW\MvW_vhVMv]HghvgMJhW`_v`_v̂ MKWH�v4\o_v.Y[W_vleWhMgv̀ _v
�B`j_Kv/e`HKJHghW_U�vH_Kv�CM\MkWgW`_��v H_Kv2KUHevDMhhMev`_v�3W\^��v
CVMeMv HeMv g`^Mv jgMTj\v HccM_KWJMg(v `_v j_Whgv H_KvJ`_kMegW`_gv Hv
gM]MJhW`_v `Tv eMTMeM_JMgv h`v cjI\WgVMKv AhH_KHeKgv `_v �.�?�@�A�v
6_T`e^HhW`_v AVMMhg��v H_Kv `_v �5WUVv A`j_Kv :MkM\gv H_Kv hVMv
6^cHWe^M_hv`Tv5MHeW_U��vCVMv`_MvHccM_KWnv6vTW_Kvh`hH]\ovW_HKMdjHhMv
Wgv hVMv IWI\W`UeHcVo�v<H_ov ^`eMv eMTMeM_JMgv gV`j\Kv IMv UWkM_v W_v Hv
I``[vlVWJVvIovWhgv_HhjeMvWgv\W[M\ovh`vIMvjgMKvHgvHvhMnhI``[�vDWehjH\]ov
_`v HehWJ\Mgv HeMv \WghMK�v H_Kv hVMv gM]MJhW`_v HccMHegv VHcVHpHeK�v
MgcMJWH]]ovg`vT`evM\MJhe`_WJvH_KvJ`^cjhMev^jgWJ�v6_vHKKWhW`_vh`vhVWgv
h``�IeWMTvIWI\W`UeHcVo�v`_Mv`evhm`v`TvhVMvJVHchMegvVHkMvgV`ehv\Wghgv̀ Tv
eMTMeM_JMg�v H_KvWhvl`j\KvVHkMvIMM_vVM]cTj\vWTvH]]vHjhV`egvVHKvK`_Mv
hVWg�v>_MvWgv_`hvdjWhMvgjeMvlVHhvhVMvMKWh`eWH\vc`]WJovlHg�vIjhvWhvVHgv
ce`KjJMKv W_J`_gWghM_JovVMeM�v
0`^c\HW_hgv`_vhMJV_WJH\v^HhhMegvHeMvTMl�v�6vgV`j\Kv]W[Mvh`vhVH_[v

1HkWKv<H\vVH^vT`evVWgvJ`_gWKMeHhW`_v`TvhVMvhMJV_WJH\vHgcMJhgv`TvhVMv
I``[�	v CVMv cV`_�v ^M_hW`_MKv `_v cHUMv  ��v Wgv _MWhVMev KMTW_MKv _`ev
HccMHegv W_v hVMvU]`ggHeov`evW_KMn�v.ThMev8`V_v/`elWJ[�gvMnM^c\Heov
LMTW_WhW`_v`TvK/�^	vHgvHUHW_ghvK/�k	v`_vcHUMgv��vH_Kv���vlVMeMvH_v
MnV`ehHhW`_vh`vJ\HeWTovjgMgv`TvhVMgMvj_WhgvWgvW^c\WMK�v WhvWgvHvcWhovhVHhv
\HhMevleWhMegvHKKvh`vhVMvc`ggWI]MvJ`_TjgW`_vIoveMTMeeW_Uvh`v�K/^vHgvHv
k`\hHUMv^MHgjeM^M_h�v�c�#�	vH_KvW_he`KjJW_UvoMhvH_`hVMevkHeWH_hr
K/�j	v `_v cHUMv #$�v CVMv hMJV_WJH\\o�^W_KMKv lW\\v _`v K`jIhv KMgWeMv
UeMHhMev W_T`e^HhW`_v `_v HJhjH\v JWeJjWheov hVH_vWgv UM_MeH\]ovUWkM_v W_v
hVWgv I``[�v H_Kv`_Mv^WUVhvV`cMvT`evHvJ`^cH_W`_vk`\j^Mv UWkW_Uv hVMv
hMJV_`\bWJH\vgWKMv`Tv hVMveMJ`eKW_Uv W_Kjgheo�gvJ`W_�v
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